Ringway Primary School 
Arts Policy and Guidelines

At Ringway Primary School, we believe that studying the “Arts” is vital to the development of the whole child in order to foster self esteem, self motivation and a sense of well being. Arts education encourages imagination, innovation and creativity, offering/enhancing emotional engagement with the knowledge, skills and broader content of the curriculum. 

Our Definition of the “Arts”

We, in the content of the curriculum and the lesson time provision, refer to the term “the arts” as meaning the four art-forms specified as part of the national curriculum: art and design; music; drama and dance. 

In addition to these, through core and foundation subjects, children are also introduced to a much wider range of “arts” including literature, performing and visual arts, craft and design media and multi media. There are indeed many different art forms within each of these different categories, and often, these are brought together through new forms of creative expression. Sometimes art forms cannot be confined within one broad category.

At the foundation stage, the term “arts” means art and design, music, dance, role play and imaginative play which contributes to children’s creative development - one of the six areas of learning outlined in the foundation stage curriculum. 

This policy takes a broad definition of the “arts” to include high art and popular culture, single and combined art-forms and art forms which are digital technology.

	National Curriculum Arts Subjects 
	Art form Area

	English
	Literature includes for example

Poetry, Fiction, Non-fiction; Scriptwriting for theatre; film; TV and Radio’ Advertising and Newspapers 

	Music

Physical Education

English
	Performing Arts include for example:

Music; Dance; Drama; Story telling; Puppet Theatre; Mime; Carnival; Debates

	Art and Design

Design and Technology
	Visual Arts, Craft and Design include for example: Drawing; Painting; Sculpture; Textiles; Printmaking; Architecture

	All the Above 
	Media and Multimedia include for example:

Photography;Digital Arts; Recording Music; Live/Performance Art


Within the Policy, the term “artists” is used to refer to those who perform, produce or create any art-form (and not just visual artists)

At Ringway Primary School, we aim to provide all pupils with: 

· The opportunity to participate in and experience a broad balanced range of Arts activities so as to creatively express themselves in and through all art forms.

· The opportunity to develop a progressive range of knowledge, skills and vocabulary relating to specific art forms to develop their social skills, confidence, self-esteem and maturity.

· A wide range of art activities and experiences that access other areas of the  curriculum and different cultures with opportunities to develop and foster individual interests  in the arts  and an active involvement in cultural opportunities

· An understanding of how the arts can improve and enhance quality of life and an appreciation of its role in society and the world of work.

· The ability to create, appreciate and make critical judgements about art-works with the opportunities to work individually, and in teams, to share arts experiences and present art works to others.

Objectives

At Ringway Primary School our objectives for teaching the arts include:

· Fostering an awareness enthusiasm and pleasure in the arts amongst all children, whatever their background ability, in collaboration with our SEN, Inclusion, Equal Opportunities and More Able Child Policies. 

· Encouraging the appreciation of all art forms through rich experiences, participation, observation, discussion, development and communicating ideas.

· Developing intelligence and expertise, knowledge, skills and understanding, through a combination of emotional, social, physical aesthetic and cognitive means, including critical awareness of themselves and others.

· Working with experts, outside agencies and other partners involved in the arts. 

· Visiting arts institutions and organisations beyond school to extend cultural and creative opportunities and experiences.

· Linking arts with other cultural areas / subjects – particularly Design and Technology, Physical Education, ICT and English.

· Demonstrating knowledge, skills and understanding and values through regular opportunities to share, display or perform their work/achievements – valuing the processes involved along with final products.

· Enhancing the depth and breadth of learning through experiencing areas of their own and other cultures.

· Developing learning through creative processes, including trial and error, investigating and experimenting and through experiencing success

· Ensuring that staff have access to regular continuing professional development that refreshes their own creativity and keeps them up to date with developments in the arts. 

· Providing opportunities to perform before and display work to other children, parents and members of the wider community, including participation in exhibitions, festivals, competitions and other arenas – where possible.
Curriculum Provision

Our curriculum reflects the importance we place on the “Arts” at Ringway Priamry School. All classes have timetables sessions planned to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum. Most Arts lessons are timetabled weekly, with some areas being given dedicated ‘blocks’ of time within termly or half termly planning.  A themed approach to teaching supports cross curricula work in every class with a major arts focus in each main topic. In addition our teaching methods focus on developing visual, auditory and kinaesthetic learning, which encourages an element of arts teaching in all lessons. 

Planning, Evaluation and Progression

All teachers are responsible for planning the Arts with a named Key Stage coordinator responsible for overseeing progress. Whole school planning uses the Foundation Stage Curriculum and Early Learning Goals, the National Curriculum and QCA schemes of work as a main structure. Additional recommendations from the Local Authority are included to supplement and enhance basic plans. Regular meetings are used to ensure consistency of approach and standards across school. 

Half termly plans and progression across the Year groups is monitored by the Headteacher and co-ordinator. At this stage aspects of the curriculum and resource implications are identified and action plans developed. Teaching and learning is evaluated through lesson observation and scrutiny of children’s work as appropriate. Policies are evaluated and reviewed on a three year programme by staff and governors. A member of the Governing Body Curriculum Committee supports and oversees planning and delivery of Arts teaching across the school. 

Assessment in the “Arts”

Formative assessment is used to guide the progress of individual pupils within arts activities. It involves identifying each child’s progress in each aspect of the subject, establishing what each child has learned and what therefore should be the next stage of learning. Formative assessment is mostly carried out informally by teachers in the course of their teaching through direct observation and in discussion with the children. Emphasis is placed on assessment of the process and skills employed by the children and not just upon the finished products. Children are encouraged to reflect upon and evaluate their own work and progress within Arts lessons with adequate time planned to develop these important skills. Peer assessment is also instrumental in supporting children’s critical awareness. This is always developed in a positive and constructive way. 

Record Keeping

Teachers formulate their own records for each class’s progress in the Arts. These records may include class sheets to show skills’ development, individual pupil skill sheets to identify SEN or More able pupils (as appropriate) and in the Foundation Stage individual profile booklets to include ‘photo records’. 

Reporting to Parents 

Formal reporting of pupil progress takes place three times a year through interviews and parental consultations and a written report.

Community Involvement in the Arts

‘Home’ is involved in our arts work in many different ways. Children perform to the Community at least twice a year. In addition to these larger scale performances, smaller scale presentations are organised within and across Key Stages and where possible parents are invited to attend. The children sing to the Day Centre throughout the year.
Termly/half termly Curriculum plans are sent Home to inform of Arts work in school. 

Partnerships, Visits and Community Involvement 

Partnerships include the Northumberland Music Service, Library Service (visiting authors and local story tellers), dance drama, mime and music performers.
Talented members of the Community and neighbouring Middle school offer curriculum enrichment in music throughout the year.

Children perform for members of the local community through links with Riversdale Court. 

We are committed to provide a range of enrichment activities and carefully plan creative themed cross curricular based off-site visits for each year group. These include visits to theatres, Museums, local environment – as well as smaller projects into the immediate locality to study architecture, colour and pattern or as a stimulus for Arts based classroom work.

Out of School Hours Activities and Extra Curricular Opportunities 

We offer Clubs for the whole school. These are led by both staff and (when available) external artists and include Art, Dance and Music

Cultural and Multicultural Education 

We recognise the cultural opportunities offered by arts-based activities and carefully plan to ensure that children learn about their own cultural heritage as well as finding out more about world cultures. Multicultural arts work is linked to teaching and learning in other curriculum subjects. Assemblies are used to introduce children to stories, poems and music from around the world and children learn songs and chants from other cultures and in different languages. Our local culture is celebrated learning local dances and traditional Northumbrian songs.  

Equal Opportunities, Special Needs and Gifted and Talented Provision

We provide arts opportunities for all our children, regardless of gender, race, and inability to pay (in the case of external visits and visitors). The Arts are used to develop learning in any area of the curriculum, particularly for those children with Special Educational Needs or identified on the More Able Gifted and Talented register with an ‘Arts’ based excellence. Our Policies for Equal Opportunities, Special Needs and Inclusion, More Able Gifted and Talented and Anti Racism support this inclusion.  

Facilities and Resources 

At Ringway Primary School the Premises are equipped to provide for the development of the Arts. Our school hall in which to perform has a portable stage and our extensive outside grounds allow children the opportunity for Role Play, Dance Drama, Music Performance and Environmental Arts development. Our classrooms are large with furniture that can be removed or adapted to offer flexibility of space. 

In addition each class has provision of interactive technology. Display space is fully utilised around school to celebrate children’s 2 and 3’D art-work. 

Staff identify resource needs in each specific areas of the arts and funding is allocated according to priorities linked to the School Improvement Plan.

More detailed resource information is available in the file on School Improvement. 

