Key Facts
Bom in Cumberland, Irving
trained at the Newcastle upon

Williaum Irving
(1866-1943)

Tyne School of Art.

He worked at the Newcastle
Weekly Chronicle, illustrating
articles (hefore photography).
He created the cartoon charocter
Geordie Pitman for the paper.
With the money earmed from
painting Joseph Cowen (three
times), he went to Paris to study
painting at the Julien Studio-
His work wus exhibited at the
Royal Academy, London, and the
Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool.

The Blaydon Races
The races are famous through the
song hy Geordie Ridley, which
refers to the meeting of 9* June
1862. The centrul charucter (George
the plunger) is believed to represent
Geordie Ridley.
The song also includes references
to other local and eccentric
characters, such as Cushey
Butterfield and Nanny the Maser.
When Irving's picture wus first
displayed in the window of a
Newcastle art-dealer, it attracted
such a crowd the police asked the
manager to close the blinds.

Joseph Cowen (c1899)
Joseph Cowen wus the MP for
Newrcastle hetween 1874 and
1886. His hronze statue can he
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This focuses on the fairground,
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seen on Westgate Roud, races. The picture is on permanent
Newcastle. display at the Shipley Art Gallery. for the Newrcastle Weekly Chronicle
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T the Modia Little Sun (1969)

Peter Bwvurartfor
The Beatle's revolutionary album.

GRACE JONES / SLAVE TO THE RHYTHM

Slices of the same image are added
to extend the image.

Defended to Death, (1982)
Peter Kennard,




