The RE teaching and learning
approach in Northumberland

This syllabus is designed to support schools in developing and delivering
excellence in AE. It responds to national calls for deepening pupls’ knowledge
about religions and for developing their ‘religious iteracy™.”" It does this

by studying one religion at a time (*systernatic' units), and then including
‘thematic' units, which bulld on learning by comparing the relfigions, beliefs
and practices studied.

Im order to support teachers in exploring the selected beliefs, this syllabus sets

Making sense
of beliefs

Identifying and making sense of core religious
and non-religious beliefs and concepts; |
uniderstanding what these beliefs mean within their
traditions; recognising how and why sources of
authority (such as texts) are used, expressed and
interpreted in different ways, and developing skills
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out an underlying teaching and learning approach, whereby puplls encountar
core concepts in religions and beliefs in a coherent way, developing their
understanding and their ability to handle questions of religion and belief.

The teaching and learming approach has three core elements, which are
wioven together to provide breadth and balance within teaching and leaming
about religions and beliefs, underginning the aims of RE cutlined on p.a.
Teaching and learning in the classroom will encompass all three elements,
allowing for overdap batween elements as suits the religion, concept and
question baing explored.

of interpretation.

Making
connections

Evaluating, reflecting on and
connecting the beliefs and
practices studied; allowing pupils

to challenge ideas studied, and
| the ideas studied to challenge
pupils' thinking; disceming
possible connections between
these and pupils' own lives and
ways of understanding the world.

Understanding
the impact

Examining b and why peoplks
put their beliefs into action in

diverse ways, within their everyday
[ives, wathan their communities and
in the wider workd.

These elements set the context for open exploration of religion and belief.
They offer a structure through which pupdls can encounter diverse religious
traditions alongside non-religious worddviews — which reflect the backgrounds
of many pupils in our schools. The elements present a broad and flexible
strategy that allows for differant traditions to be treated with integrity. Thase
elements offer a route through each unit while also allowing for a range of
questions refliecting different approaches, for example, from religious studies,
philosophy, sociology, ethics and theology.
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Teaching and learning approach and the aims for RE in Northumberland

This diagram shows how the three elements of the teaching and learning approach in this syllabus reflect the aims for RE set out on p.8.
Units of study offer content and ideas for enabling pupils to achieve these aims.

* identify, describe, explain and analyse beliefs and concepts in
the context of living religions and non-religious worldviews, using

appropriate vocabulary

e explain how and why these beliefs are understood in different
ways, by individuals and wathin communities

Making sense
of beliefs

e recognise how and why sources of authority (e.q. texts,
teachings, traditions, leaders) are used, expressed and
interpreted in different ways, developing skills of interpretation

e evaluate, reflect on and enquire into key concepts
and questions studied, responding thoughtfully
and creatively, giving good reasons for their
responses

« challenge the ideas studied, and allow the
ideas studied to challenge their own thinking,
articulating beliefs, values and commitments
clearly in response

Understanding
the impact

Making
connections

* axamine and explain how and why people express
their beliefs in diverse ways

¢ discern possible connections between the ideas
studied and their own ways of understanding e recognise and account for ways in which people
the world, expressing their critical responses and put their beliefs into action in diverse ways, in thair
personal reflections with increasing clarity and everyday lives, within their communities and in the
understanding wider worid
e appreciate and appraisa the significance of different
ways of #fe and ways of expressing meaning



