Key Facts
The Mayans used a range of
materials to- decorate their
buildings or create ohjects. These
materials included stone, wood,
cerumics, jade and hone.
Mayan stone-carvers have left
intricate designs that are helieved
to reflect Mayan religion.
Mayan carvings include
hieroglyphs, like in Egypt. Unlike
Egypt, the glyphs are phonetic,
allowing the reader to pronounce

Key Influences
The Olmecs are helieved, to he the
M , and to have
influenced the later cultures of the
Maya and Aztec. The feathered, or
plumed, serpent, a popular image
in these cultures, is thought to
have come from the Olmecs. The
Maya called it Kukulkan.
The Mayans lived, in small city-
influenced one another in art and
other aspects of life.

Mayan Artwork

This figurine either represents the
Principal Bird Deity or a human
wearing a mask. The large eyes

This extraordinarily accurate
calendar seemed to predict the end,
of the world, on the 21** Decemher

Mayan Artwork

34.9x30.2x23.8cm) is another
supematwal heing. It has a
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a supernatural being. sky to calculate and predict events. headed headhand.
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