                                        Ringway Primary School

                                              History Policy

Rational

At Ringway Primary School we believe that the study of History gives a sense of identity, place and time.  It enables children to think back in time, making sense of events and people in the past.  It develops the children’s ability to recognise and understand the cause and consequences of change – how it has shaped the present an its consequence for the future
Aims 

Through teaching History we aim to provide a programme of carefully structured experiences and practical activities using primary and secondary sources which will enable children to:

· develop a sense of chronological order;
· interpret a variety of historical sources;

· develop the ability to empathise with people from the past;

· develop a curiosity , questioning and the search for evidence;

· develop an awareness of how past events have an influence on  the present day;

· use appropriate historical/chronological language;

· distinguish between fact and fiction;

· develop the ability to establish and follow a reasoned argument;

· detect and challenge bias;

· view adults as a primary source of historical evidence;

· view documents, photographs, artefacts, pictures, buildings and sites as possible sources of historical evidence;

· develop knowledge and understanding of particular historical people and events ;

· develop a sense of their persona history and their place in time; 

· have the opportunity too develop and apply the use of ICT in the context of history study.
Teaching and Learning
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our lessons.  We believe in whole class teaching methods and we combine this with enquiry-based research activities.

We recognise the fact that there are children of widely different historical abilities in all classes and we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task it to ability of the child.

Foundation – we teach history in reception as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year.  We relate the geographical aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals.
Personal, Social and health education and citizenship

History contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social and health education and citizenship.  The nature of the subject means that children have the opportunity to take part in debates and discussions.  The teaching of history in our school promotes the concept of positive citizenship.

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

We encourage children to reflect on the impact of mankind on our world.  Through teaching about contrasting localities, we enable the children to learn about inequality and injustice in the world.  We help the children to develop their knowledge and understanding of different cultures.  
Assessment

Teacher assessment is made at the end of each unit in accordance with the National Curriculum expectations.  This takes place informally as we observe the children working during the lessons and is recorded at the end of each topic.

Special Educational Needs and Disability
A variety of differentiation techniques are used to enable pupils to learn at their own level and to progress.  Techniques include providing core work with extensions, the use of differentiated materials, varying language and levels of instruction, and providing separate activities.

Monitoring and Evaluation

· the analysis of teacher assessments;

· reviewing pupils work.

The history subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standards of work and the quality of teaching in this subject.

