A Policy for the Teaching and Learning of

I.C.T.  in Primary School

Aims

At Ringway Primary School we aim to:

· Provide a safe, secure and happy school where everyone works well together.

· Create a learning environment in which the very best is expected by all.

· Teach all of our children to be literate, numerate and to develop their spiritual, creative and physical capabilities.

· Deliver a challenging, well planned and effectively taught curriculum.

· Show a commitment to equal opportunities for all through our actions.

· Promote tolerance, personal responsibility and respect for people, property and the environment.

Rational

Living in a fast changing and increasingly technological world it is essential that children are confident and competent in using I.C.T.  An understanding of I.C.T. enables children to explore and adapt to the possibilities and use a variety of technological equipment.  The use of I.C.T. enables world wide communication.

Teaching and Learning Principles

Good teaching and learning means the teacher has a sound knowledge of the subject.  Lessons and cross curricular opportunities for the use of I.C.T.  are well planned and set in context.  Children are challenged and know exactly what is expected of them.  They will use resources well and effectively.

Entitlement

Each child will receive an equal opportunity to education irrespective of gender, background, teaching, resources, special educational needs and resources.

Curriculum coverage, continuity and progression

The teaching of I.C.T. follows the National curriculum schemes of work.  Each half term a class will work on completing a unit based on the documents.  This will be the objectives, not necessarily the activities listed and will link in where possible to class topics and current interests.  Each class has a half hour timetabled session per week during which they are taught I.C.T. skills.  Children are then supported in using these skills in context across the curriculum.    

Assessment

As the class teacher works through the scheme of work the tasks to monitor children’s progress.  Each child has a personal folder on the schools shared server which contains saved I.C.T. work undertaken throughout the year. Other evidence may include photographs and displayed work.
Special Educational Needs

Refer to the Special needs  and disability policy.

We find the use of I.C.T. can often help support children with special educational needs, especially in terms of confidence, motivation and extension and it’s use is built into their learning where appropriate. 
Health and Safety/Security

Both the County and Ringway have set up Fire walls and Virus screens to ensure that children, whilst using the internet as a resource are safe from unsuitable sites.
Copyright and Licensing

All software loaded on school computer systems must have been agreed with the head teacher and/or I.C.T. coordinator.  All software used is in strict accordance with the license agreement.  Personal software should not be loaded onto school computers.
Monitoring and Evaluation

This will be achieved by monitoring the planning, observing class teaching, monitoring the progression through teacher assessments and the I.C.T.
Staff Development

All staff have an entitlement to training. 

Our intentions in providing an I.C.T. curriculum

We aim to provide a programme of carefully structured and practical activities in I.C.T. which will:
· Enable the children to become computer literate.

· Provide access to and use of a range of I.C.T. equipment (PC, Smartboard, CD player, TV etc)

· Enable the children to recognise the potential use of I.C.T. related to each area of the curriculum e.g. data handling in Maths, Topic research, Computer images in Art, Word processing/publishing in English etc.

· Enable the children to recognise and appreciate the use of I.C.T. in everyday life.

· Develop the social skills of co-operation, listening, sharing and team work in line with the school ethos.

· Enable the children to recognise when and where I.C.T. can be used effectively.

· Enable children to make informed choices about the use of I.C.T. which can enhance their work.

· Ensure that children will be aware of all aspects and issues relating to safety when using I.C.T. equipment.

